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Damascus, Aug 13:  
Syria on Saturday 

blamed the United States 
for the deadly attack that 
was carried out by the 
Islamic State (IS) against 
a Syrian military bus and 
resulted in the killing of 
at least 33 soldiers on 
Friday.  In a statement 
released on Saturday 
night, the Syrian Foreign 
Ministry viewed the 
attack as a part of 
the ongoing American 
campaign against 
Syria’s sovereignty and 
independence, accusing 

the United States of 
supporting the IS to 
destabilise Syria.  

The Ministry 
emphasised that “this 
aggressive action fits 
into the broader pattern 
of American escalation 
aimed at undermining 
Syria’s territorial integrity 
and sovereignty.” The 
ministry further noted 
the alarming coincidence 
between the attack and 
the continuous American 
exploitation of Syria’s 
oil and agricultural 
resources. 

Syria accuses America of 
destabilising nation Beijing, Aug 13:  

China has expressed 

strong dissatisfaction 

over the transit of 

Taiwan’s vice president 

and presidential candidate 

Lai Ching-te through 

the United States and 

has strongly condemned 

Lai’s visit to the US, the 

Chinese Foreign Ministry 

said on Sunday.  

Lai Ching-te said in 

a post on X, formerly 

known as Twitter, on 

Saturday night that he 

had arrived in New 

York, making a transit 

stop there on his way to 

Paraguay, where Lai plans 

to attend the inauguration 

of Paraguayan president-

elect Santiago Pena.  

 “China is strongly 

against any form of 

official interaction 

between the US and 

Taiwan, and also against 

Taiwanese separatists 

visiting the US under any 

pretext or justification, 

and opposes any form of 

official contact between 

the US government 

and Taiwan. China 

has expressed strong 

dissatisfaction with the 

United States over the 

organisation of the 

‘transit’ of Lai Ching-

te and has strongly 

condemned it,” the 

Chinese Foreign Ministry 

said in a statement.  

The ministry said 

that, under the guise 

of ‘transit,’ the United 

States and Taiwan have 

organized an opportunity 

for Lai to carry out 

political activities in the 

US, which violates the 

one-China principle and 

also seriously damages 

China’s sovereignty and 

territorial integrity.  

Taiwanese deputy 

foreign minister Yui Tah-

ray said at the start of 

August that Lai Ching-

te was going to make 

transit stops in New 

York and San Francisco 

on his way to and back 

from Paraguay.  

On July 20, Taiwan’s 

CNA news agency 

reported that China 

considered preventing 

Lai’s transit stopovers in 

the US a “top priority,” 

as “this is a very 

dangerous path they 

[Taiwan] are taking.” In 

April, Taiwan’s ruling 

Democratic Progressive 

Party officially nominated 

Lai, who also serves 

as its chairman, as its 

candidate for the 2024 

presidential election. 

Current Taiwanese 

president Tsai Ing-wen 

cannot run for the office 

again as she has already 

served two consecutive 

presidential terms.  

Taiwan has been 

governed independently 

from mainland China 

since 1949. Beijing 

views the island as its 

province, while Taiwan 

- a territory with its 

own elected government 

- maintains that it is an 

autonomous country, but 

stops short of declaring 

independence. Beijing 

opposes any official 

contacts of foreign states 

with Taipei and considers 

Chinese sovereignty over 

the island indisputable. 

Taiwan currently has only 

a few official diplomatic 

allies, including Paraguay.  

China flays Taiwan VP’s 
transit stop in US

Srinagar, Aug 13:  
Director General of 

J&K Police Dilbag Singh 
on Sunday said majority 
of infiltration bids from 
across the border were 
foiled and militants who 
were trying to cross this 
side were killed.  

 “This year all major 
encounters happened on 
the border during the 
infiltration bids from 
across the border. We 
have successfully foiled 
all infiltration bids and 
terrorists who were trying 
to cross this side were 
neutralised,” DGP told 
media persons on the 

Infiltration bids across J&K 
border foiled: Police

Kolkata, Aug 13: 
West Bengal Chief 

Minister Mamata Banerjee 
on Saturday came down 
heavily on the Prime 
Minister, stating before 
talking about violence in 
Bengal, he should answer 
what they are doing in 
Manipur for the past three 
months. 
“He should answer why 

people in Tripura weren’t 
allowed to contest on 
over 93 per cent of the 
seats during the panchayat 
polls. He should answer 
why 40 per cent of the 
seats in Uttar Pradesh were 
won by them uncontested. 
He should answer why 
Manipur’s Dalits are not 
even getting water or 
basic necessities while he 
helps his leaders construct 
lavish buildings for their 
own residences,” Banerjee 
charged. 
“He should answer 

how much money he 
has gifted during his 
foreign tours. He must 
answer where did the 
PM CARES funds go. 
Crores were poured into it 

through CSR. The bonus 
of Central Government 
employees was stopped 
and they even took a 
one-day pay cut for the 
same,” she alleged. 
“Under the garb of 

demonetisation, he banned 
cu r r ency no t e s and 
brought in new notes of 
2000 denomination. Now, 
that too has been banned. 
In between, crores just 
vanish and people are 
left wondering. First, 
he should explain his 
own scandals. He is 
repeatedly visiting foreign 
countries, striking deals, 
giving gifts, and returning 
with certificates. Has he 
ever given details of 
these deals in Parliament? 
Earlier, PMs would brief 
Parliament after their 
foreign tours but he 
has given no speeches 
on External Affairs, ” 
Banerjee alleged. 
Alleging that he cannot 

raise the corruption issue 
because he is ful ly 
surrounded by so many 
issues such as PM Cares 
Funds, Rafale Deal, the 

agreement to sell defence 
factory, demonetisation, 
Banerjee said, “And now 
they have cancelled Rs. 
2,000 note in their party’s 
and their own interest. 
You can fool people 
some of the time but you 
cannot fool people all the 
time. ” 
Ban e r j e e  a s s e r t e d 

“Charity begins at home. 
They do not take action 
against their own people, 
who are corrupt, involved 
in character assassination, 
carrying out atrocities 
aga ins t women and 
wrestlers, or allowing 
violence in Manipur.” 
Instead of giving a 

message of humanity 
t o t h e peop l e ,  t h e 
Prime Minister chose 
to “malign” Bengal at 
a small event today, she 
further alleged and said, 
“I thank the PM’s chair, 
not the individual, for 
remembering Bengal. He 
has insulted, deprived, 
oppressed, and caused 
pain to Bengal only to 
gratify BJP leaders here. 
” As many as 54 Central 

teams visited West Bengal 
seeking clarity based on 
the allegations levelled 
by local BJP leaders, she 
said adding, “We provided 
all such clarifications. Yet, 
no funds were allocated 
to West Bengal for the 
2023-24 cycle. In fact, 
West Bengal is the only 
State that has not received 
any money.” 
The Chief Minister 

stated, “They have blocked 
the funds earmarked for 
poor people’s homes in 
Bengal. More than 36 
lakh people want homes 
under the scheme but the 
money was blocked by 
the Centre as per demands 
of local BJP leaders. They 
did not allocate a single 
rupee for the renovation 
of the rural roads which 
were damaged during 
monsoons.” 
The PM has deprived 

Bengal of its rights as 
the State is owed Rs. 
1.15 lakh crore by him, 
she said adding she had 
met him five times on 
the matter. 

Modi cannot raise Bengal 
violence issue: Mamata
PM must reply to his own misdeeds: Bengal CM

Kolkata, Aug 13:  
Famed search engine 

Google on Sunday 
created a special doodle 
to honour legendary 
Indian actress Sridevi on 
her 60th birth anniversary.  

Google, known for 
its innovative doodles, 
came up with captivating 
artwork capturing the 
essence of the actress in 
her various iconic roles 
Illustrated by Mumbai-
based guest artist 
Bhumika Mukherjee, 
the homage underscored 
the beautiful actress’s 
deep impact on popular 
culture.  

Known for her 
ravishing smile, Sridevi 
made Bollywood’s 
sweeping dramas 
and comedies shine, 
oftentimes without a 
male counterpart in 
a traditionally male-
dominated industry, the 
search engine said in its 
tribute.  

Sridevi was born on 
August 13 in 1963 in 
present-day Tamil Nadu 

and starred in over 300 
movies.  

As a child, she fell 
in love with movies and 
started acting as a four-
year-old in the Tamil 
film Kandhan Karunai.  

Sridevi learned to 
speak multiple South 
Indian languages, which 
allowed her to break 
into India’s other film 
industries.  

Early in her career, 
she acted in a variety 
of genres and across 
multiple film industries, 
including Tamil, Telugu, 
and Malayalam movies.  

In 1976, Sridevi gained 
national recognition as 
the protagonist in K. 
Balachander’s Moondru 

Mudichu, and followed 
it up with a string of 
hit films like Guru and 
Sankarlal.  

Widely considered the 
top star of Tamil cinema 
at the time, Sridevi’s on-
screen charisma garnered 
attention from producers 
from the Hindi-speaking 
film industry as well.  

After playing the 
lead role in the action 
comedy Himmatwala, 
Sridevi established 
herself as a national icon 
and box-office attraction 
in Bollywood.  

Over the next decade, 
Sridevi starred in hits like 
the romantic drama film 
Sadma and the comedy 
ChaalBaz, and later 

switched to television 
where she headlined 
shows like Malini and 
Kaboom. She then joined 
the Asian Academy of 
Film & Television board 
of directors.  

In 2012, she announced 
her comeback with 
English Vinglish; the film 
marked her successful 
return as a leading lady 
in Bollywood after a 12-
yea hiatus.  

The Indian government 
also honoured her with 
the Padma Shri.  

In 2017, Sridevi 
starred in the crime 
thriller Mom as a rage-
filled and protective 
mother, earning her the 
National Film Award for 
best actress.  

 “Sridevi forever made 
her mark on the film 
industry by charting new 
avenues for women to 
take on leading roles in 
Indian cinema. She will 
be remembered as one of 
the greatest Indian actors 
of her time,” Google 
said.

Google tribute to Sridevi on 60th 
birth anniversary

Tel Aviv, Aug 13:  
Tens of thousands 

of Israelis took to the 
streets of Tel Aviv on 
Saturday for the 32nd 
week of protests against 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s judicial re-
form.  

The organizers said 
dozens of rallies were 
underway across the 
country, even as Netan-
yahu promised to scale 
back the controversial 
judicial overhaul.  

Thousands protest in Israel 
against judicial reform

sidelines of a “Tiranga 
Rally” here.  

He said so far all 
the major infiltration 
bids across the border
 have been foiled 
successfully.  

Replying to a 
question, the DGP said 
there is no need to count 
the number of militants 
present, “but we should 
keep alert continuously 
as Pakistan is still 
making all efforts to lure 
the young youth through 
social media”. “I feel 
happy that people have 
realised that militancy is 
the way of destruction 
only”, the DGP said 
Iterating the youth have 

chosen the path of peace, 
he congratulate them 
while pointing out “there 
are still some misled 
ones who need to join 
the mainstream to live 
their lives peacefully,” he 
stated.  

The neighborhood in 
Tel Aviv that houses 
government buildings 
was again off-limits to 
traffic. The Jerusalem 
Post reported that three 
Palestinians were de-
tained for allegedly en-
tering Israel illegally.  

Protesters threatened 
to paralyze the national 
economy if the right-
wing government pressed 
on with its contentious 
plan to limit the abil-
ity of judges to overturn 
government decisions 
that they deem unreason-
able.  Opposition leader 
Yair Lapid joined the 
Saturday demonstration 
to demand that Netan-
yahu’s government obey 
the law, according to 
his social media posting, 
which showed him walk-
ing with the crowd along 
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