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India has increased
its focus on regional
defence diplomacy,
engagement
and issue-based
partnerships, says
a report released
on Friday at the
start of the Shangri-
La Dialogue in
Singapore. India’s
expanding defence
role and partnerships
will likely further
contribute to
the increasingly
competitive
nature of India-
China relations,
said the report
by the London-
based International
Institute for Strategic

exercises, along with
a supplementary
category of
maritime-partnership
exercises, conducted
on the sidelines
of Indian Navy
port calls to other
countries.
Additionally,
the Indian military
increasingly
participates 1in
trilateral, bilateral
and multilateral
exercises with Asia-
Pacific militaries.
The Indian
military conducted a
total of 75 combined
military exercises
with partner
countries in 2023,

US and Vietnam,
demonstrating the
wide focus of India’s
Asia-Pacific military
engagement.

New Delhi
views each of these
countries as key
regional defence
partners, with the
attendant military
exercises improving
cooperation with
these nations, said
the report.

The Indian
Navy also uses
port calls to
display its presence,
often though not
exclusively as an

Trump’s conviction spurs fresh
attack on Rule of Law

Nation divided as verdict incites debate

Washington, May 31:
Donald Trump’s first
act after becoming a
convicted criminal was
to launch a fierce new
attack on the rule of law,
underscoring the gravity
of the choice awaiting
America’s voters.
Among an electorate
that Trump has constantly
polarized, the verdict is
likely to be greeted with
fury by his supporters
and jubilation by his
critics. This marks a
somber and even tragic
passage in U.S. history.
Americans have never
seen an ex-president
convicted of a crime,
and a nation already
torn apart by bitter
political and cultural
polarization is likely in
for a turbulent period.
Trump’s conviction on
all counts in his first

criminal trial affirmed a
fundamental principle of
the United States — that
everyone is equal under
the law and that no one,
not even a billionaire
and former or possibly
future president, enjoys
impunity.

Trump’s conviction
by a unanimous New
York jury represents the
most painful low of a
tumultuous life marked
by financial booms and
busts, three marriages,
television stardom,
frequent brushes with the
law, the triumph of his
outsider 2016 election
win, a norm-shattering
presidency, and an
attempt to undermine
democracy to stay in
power after losing in
2020.

Judging by his red-
faced shock outside the

Two sides of the ruling

The first is that the former president can be
indicted and found guilty by a group of his peers.
And that shows the strength of our system. The
other verdict, though, hasn’t come in and the other
verdict is, can the powerful use our political system
to escape the consequences of being found guilty?
And that verdict is in November.’

courtroom, the verdict
was a moment of
personal anguish. Given
his strong chance of
being the next president,
it is poised to become
a grave national test as
well.

The implications are
enormous.

They start with the
potential consequences
for an election in five
months that could hinge
on a few thousand votes
in key states. Trump has
been preparing voters for
months for the possibility

of a guilty verdict in
a case that prosecutors
said centered around a
bid to mislead voters in
2016. He has claimed his
four criminal indictments
are a plot by Biden to
destroy him. Essentially,
he’s been working to
shatter his greatest norm
yet — the idea that it
would be unthinkable
for a felon to serve as
president.

No one can predict
how voters will react to
Trump’s latest moment of
ignominy. His conviction

will certainly energize
his loyal base, and his
campaign will attempt
to create a backlash
to the verdict among
more moderate voters. If
they succeed, Thursday
could be remembered as
the day Biden lost the
election.

Or, the guilty verdict
could play into Biden’s
campaign theme that
his predecessor is too
corrupt and extreme to
serve as president again.
Moderate and suburban
voters whom Trump
has always struggled to
attract could be further
alienated. Says a analysis
by CNN’c Stephen
Collinson.

But LaCivita, a senior
adviser to Trump’s
campaign wrote on X:
“You just ended your
campaign.’
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