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Dr. Ravi Chaturvedi
The three-day journey to Tripura 

unfolded like a slow-moving 
poem, each stanza revealing 
layers of memory, ambition, and 
introspection. Though officially 
centered on cricket, the visit 
transformed into something far 
deeper, an exploration of identity, 
borders, and the silent universality 
of nature.
Meet ing Manik Saha, the 

visionary Chief Minister of the 
ancient Kirat Desh, a land whose 
echoes resound from the pages 
of the Mahabharata, provided the 
journey with intellectual gravitas. 
Amid the demands of governance 
and political engagements, Saha 
generously spared nearly half an 
hour to listen to a dream shaped 
by decades of cricketing devotion: 
a project proposing that Test-
playing nations name their teams 
after endangered animals rooted 
in folklore and mythology. It 
was a concept of marrying sport 
with conservation, memory with 
responsibility.
The discussion transcended 

policy: it became a conversation 
about heritage. Cricket, after all, 
is not merely a game in India, 
it is a cultural language capable 
of carrying symbolism across 
generations.
While UNESCO and World 

Wide Fund (WWF) for Nature 
have extended their appreciation 
to Dr. Ravi Chaturvedi’s visionary 
international initiative - the naming 
of cricketing nations after their 
endangered animals - the project 
itself emerges as far more than 
a symbolic gesture. It stands as 
an ethical bridge between sport 
and stewardship, transforming the 

Border: Where cricket 
met philosophy

Dr. Ravi Chaturvedi with Tripura CM Manik Saha
language of competition into a 
vocabulary of coexistence.
Rooted in the belief that cricket 

transcends boundaries of geography 
and ideology, the init iat ive 
reimagines teams not merely as 
representatives of nations but as 
custodians of fragile ecosystems. 
By invoking endangered species as 
living emblems, the project imbues 
the cricketing arena with a deeper 
moral resonance - reminding players, 
spectators, and policymakers alike 
that the fate of humanity and the 
natural world is inseparable.
The recognition by global 

institutions reflects the project’s 
profound ethos; that peace is 
nurtured not only through diplomacy 
but through shared responsibility for 
the Earth. In this framework, every 
match becomes a quiet manifesto 
- a celebration of biodiversity, a 
call for environmental guardianship, 
and a symbolic dialogue between 
cultures seeking harmony rather 
than rivalry.
Through th i s imagina t ive 

conve rgence o f spo r t  and 
conservation, Dr. Chaturvedi’s 
vision elevates cricket from a game 
into a moral narrative - where 
the roar of endangered wildlife 
echoes alongside the applause of 
stadiums, and where international 
understanding grows not through 
confrontation, but through collective 
reverence for life itself. The ball 
is in the court of the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
and International Cricket Council to 
come forward adopt and support it 
comprehensively.
Yet the most touching part 

of the meeting emerged when 

the narrative shifted from ideas 
to personal history. The Chief 
Minister listened attentively as the 
journey of a pioneer Hindi cricket 
commentator recounted a path that 
began in the humble village of 
Dalip Nagar in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Kanpur district. The story moved 
through time to Delhi’s Mall 
Road in 1945, where a young boy 
joined the joint family of his elder 
brother Rajendra Nath, employed 
in the Directorate of Marketing & 
Inspection under the Ministry of 
Agriculture.
The colonial-era surroundings, 

where British officers occupied 
adjoining bungalows and cricket 
dominated the nearby grounds, 
created an atmosphere that shaped 
a child’s destiny. For seven-year-old 
Ravi, cricket was not an imposed 
discipline but a natural initiation, 
a baptism into rhythm, patience, 
and imagination.
From school tournaments to 

college rivalries and club cricket 
adventures, the sport became 
an endur ing romance . The 
French biologist Jean Baptiste 
Lamarck’s theory, often dismissed 
in modern biological discourse, 
seemed paradoxically relevant here. 
Environment, indeed, had sculpted 
an identity. The cricketing ambience 
of Mall Road transformed curiosity 
into passion, passion into vocation, 
and vocation into legacy.
But the emotional climax of the 

journey arrived not in conference 
rooms or cricket grounds, but at 
the India-Bangladesh border near 
Agartala and Akhaura.

(To be continued)

The historic Hijla Mela Mahotsav 
commenced with grandeur and traditional 
fervour on Friday along the sacred banks 
of the Mayurakshi River in Dumka 
district. The week-long state tribal fair, 
which traces its origins back to 1890, 
once again brought alive the rich cultural 
heritage, faith and traditions of the tribal 
communities of Jharkhand.
The celebrations began with a vibrant 

procession featuring men and women 
in colourful traditional attire, carrying 
indigenous musical instruments and 
showcasing tribal pride and identity. The 
atmosphere resonated with rhythmic beats 
and folk melodies, reflecting the cultural 
heartbeat of the region.
Prior to the formal inauguration, 

rituals and prayers were performed at 
the Manjhi Than located within the fair 
premises, symbolising gratitude towards 
ancestral traditions and community roots. 
The village head of Hijla formally 
inaugurated the fair by cutting the ribbon, 
while Dumka Sub-Divisional Officer 
Kaushal Kumar hoisted the flag to mark 
the official commencement of the event. 
Guests were welcomed in traditional style 
with ceremonial turbans.
Students from various schools presented 

cultural performances, including folk 
dances and songs, captivating the 
audience with a blend of youthful 
energy and age-old traditions. The event 
highlighted the seamless integration 
of heritage and modernity. Deputy 
Commissioner Abhijeet Sinha described 
the 136th edition of the Hijla Mela as 
not merely an annual event but a living 
symbol of the region's vibrant tribal 
legacy. He stated that the fair represents 
a unique confluence of antiquity and 
modernity, where centuries-old customs 
coexist with improved infrastructure and 
contemporary arrangements.
He noted that extensive preparations 

have been made to ensure safety, 
sanitation, traffic management, drinking 
water supply and other essential 
facilities for visitors. He added that the 
administration aims to promote the fair at 

Jharkhand tribal fest begins
national and international levels 
so that the rich tribal identity, 
art and lifestyle of the region 
gain wider recognition.
The seven-day festival will 

feature agricultural exhibitions 
and departmental stalls, offering 
insights into traditional farming 
practices, government schemes 
and modern technological 
advancements.Zila Parishad 
Chairperson Joyce Besra said 
the fair is a celebration of 
identity and cultural pride, 
and an important platform for 

artists, artisans and rural talents 
of Santhal Pargana. She urged 
youth to stay away from social 
evils such as substance abuse 
and instead embrace education 
as a path towards empowerment 
and development.
The Hijla Mela, which will 

continue till February 20, stands 
as a vibrant confluence of 
tradition, nature and progress, 
drawing large crowds and 
reaffirming the enduring spirit 
of Jharkhand's tribal culture

Chennai, Feb 14:
The U.S. Consulate General Chennai, with support 

from the U.S.-India Strategic Partnership Forum, 
hosted the U.S.-India Space Business Forum in 
Bengaluru last week , marking the flagship event 
of the first U.S. Trade Mission to India focused on 
the commercial space sector. The mission brought 
together 23 executives from 14 leading American 
space companies, representing a major step forward 
in bilateral commercial space cooperation.
The trade mission was organised by the U.S. 

Department of Commerce and the Business Council 
for International Understanding, convening more 
than 200 government and industry participants from 
both countries. The two-day forum focused on key 
priorities of the U.S.-India Commercial Space Sub-
Working Group, including market access, government 
procurement, foreign direct investment reforms and 
export controls, while also strengthening business-to-
business engagement and policy alignment.
U.S. Ambassador Sergio Gor highlighted the growing 

partnership between the two countries, noting that the 
forum reflected the strategic strength of U.S.-India 

US Consulate in Chennai hosts US-India 
Space Business Forum to boost space coop

relations and their shared commitment to innovation 
and commercial growth in the space sector. He 
emphasised that American companies continue to lead 
global advancements in space technology and that India 
remains a vital partner in expanding collaborations.
Companies participating in the mission included 

Amazon, Axiom Space, Apex, BlackSky, Elve, Kayhan 
Space, Park Aerospace, Planet Labs, Resecurity, 
SpaceX, Vast Space, Umbra Space, Viasat and Vantor.
Following the forum, the delegation is scheduled to 

travel to New Delhi to engage with Indian government 
and industry stakeholders and explore partnerships, 
joint ventures and market-entry opportunities. As only 
the second space-focused trade mission organised by 
the U.S. Department of Commerce - and the first of 
its kind to India - the initiative underscores growing 
momentum in U.S.-India collaboration within the global 
commercial space economy.


